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1. The account of the Mongol origin of the Barlas tribe is given in Rashid al-Din Fazlullah Hamadani,
Jami‘ al-tavarikh, ed. Bahman Karimi (Tehran: Intisharat-i Igbal, 1367/1988), 139, 152; Rashiduddin
Fazlullah, Jami‘u’t-tawarikh (Compendium of Chronicles): A History of the Mongols, 3 pts., trans. W. M.
Thackston (Cambridge, MA: Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, Harvard
University, 1998-99), 1:98, 106; and Igor de Rachewiltz, trans., The Secret History of the Mongols: A
Mongolian Epic Chronicle of the Thirteenth Century, 2 vols., Brill's Inner Asian Library 7 (Leiden: Brill,
2004), 1:9.
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2. This fact has been noted and discussed in Beatrice F. Manz, The Rise and Rule of Tamerlane
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989), 1-12; and Beatrice F. Manz, “Historical Background,”
in Central Asia in Historical Perspective, ed. Beatrice F. Manz (Boulder, CO: Westview, 1994), 4-24,

reference on pp. 5-7.

3. For a study of this transition, see Maria E. Subtelny, Timurids in Transition: Turko-Persian Politics

and Acculturation in Medieval Iran, Brill's Inner Asian Library 19 (Leiden: Brill, 2007).
4. The Mongolian word ulus means “people (subject to a certain ruler)” or “state.”

5. For instance, see Anna Caiozzo, “Propagande dynastique et célébrations princiéres : Mythes et

images a la cour timouride,” Bulletin d’études orientales 60 (2011): 177-201.

6. If one does not dismiss the Roman identity of the Byzantines as a political identity, one should

also consider the Timurids’s Mongol identity a serious ethnic identity.

7. The Mongols in this paper should not be equated with the modern Mongols—that is, the Mongolic-
speaking peoples of present-day Mongolia, China, and Russia. The Mongols of the Mongol and post-
Mongol periods were a more complex people: the nomads united by Chinggis Khan, who participated
in the Mongol enterprise and later came to constitute the nomadic population of various Chinggisisd
uluses (peoples). The Jami* al-tavarikh, a universal history compiled for the Mongol rulers in Iran by
Rashid al-Din Fazlullah Hamadani (d. 1318), classifies them into two new and one original Mongol
groups. See Rashid al-Din, Jami‘ al-tavarikh, 47-161; and Fazlullah, Jami‘u't-tawarikh, 1:37-112.

Importantly, | follow Rashid al-Din’s classification and definition of the Mongols.

8. I am not concerned with modern theories of ethnicity. | approach the identity of the Timurids

from their own perspective and that of their contemporaries.

9. I do not aim to critique the historical sources that have been used in this paper. | am mainly concerned
with demonstrating what virtually all the extant sources that provide information on the identity of Temdr

and the Timurids unanimously share.

10. For instance, Beatrice F. Manz defines Temdr as “at once Muslim, Turk and Mongol.” Beatrice

F. Manz, “Temir and the Early Timurids to c. 1450,” in The Cambridge History of Inner Asia: The
Chinggisid Age, ed. Nicola Di Cosmo, Allen J. Frank, and Peter B. Golden (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2009), 182—198, quote on p. 182.

11. Nizam al-Din Shami, Histoire des conquétes de Tamerlan intitulée Zafarnama, par Nizamuddin

Sami, vol. 1, Texte persan du Zafarnama, ed. F. Tauer (Prague: Oriental Institute, 1937), 140. All

translations are mine unless otherwise stated.
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12. For the origin and meaning of the name Uzbek, see Joo-Yup Lee, Qazaglig, or Ambitious
Brigandage, and the Formation of the Qazagqs: State and Identity in Post-Mongol Central Eurasia,
Studies in Persian Cultural History 8 (Leiden: Brill, 2016), 121-24.

13. Mu‘in al-Din Natanzi, Muntakhab al-tavarikh-i Mu" ini, ed. Jean Aubin (Tehran: Khayyam, 1957),
206.

14. One should assume that their primary informants included the members of the Timurid ulus.

15. ‘Abd al-Rahman Ibn Khaldun, Al-Ta'rif bi Ibn Khaldun wa rihlatuhu Gharban wa Sharqan (Beirut:
Dar al-Kitab al-Lubnani, 1979), 406, 416; and Walter Joseph Fischel, trans., Ibn Khaldin and
Tamerlane: Their Historic Meeting in Damascus, 1401 A.D. (803 A.H.); A Study Based on Arabic
Manuscripts of Ibn Khalddn's “Autobiography” (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1952), 29, 38.

16. Ibn Khaldun, Al-Ta'rif, 409, 421, 427; and Fischel, Ibn Khaldin and Tamerlane, 31, 41, 46.

17. Ruy Gonzalez de Clavijo, Narrative of the Embassy of Ruy Gonzalez de Clavijo to the Court of
Timour, at Samarcand, A.D. 1403-6 Translated for the First Time, with Notes, a Preface, and an
Introductory Life of Timour Beg, by Clements R. Markham (London: Hakluyt Society, 1859), 119; and
Ruy Gonzalez de Clavijo, Historia del gran Tamorlan e itinerario y enarracion del viage, y relacion de
la embajada que Ruy Gonzalez de Clavijo le hizo por mandado del muy poderoso sefior rey Don

Henrique el Tercero de Castilla: Y un breve discurso (Madrid: Antonio de Sancha, 1782), 138.

18. Clavijo, Narrative of the Embassy of Ruy Gonzalez de Clavijo, 125, 128-29; and Clavijo, Historia
del gran Tamorlan, 144—47.

19. Ahmad b. Muhammad Ibn ‘Arabshah, ‘Aja’ib al-maqddr fi nawa’ib Timdr, ed. Ahmad Fa'iz al-Himsi
(Beirut: Mu assasat al-Risalah, 1986), 123, 306; and J. H. Sanders, trans., Tamerlane, or Timur the
Great Amir: From the Arabic Life by Ahmed Ibn Arabshah (London: Luzac, 1936), 64, 169.

20. Ibn ‘Arabshah, ‘Aja’ib al-maqddr, 320; and Sanders, Tamerlane, 178.

21. Ibn ‘Arabshah, ‘Aja’ib al-maqddr, 50; and Sanders, Tamerlane, 6.

22. Gelibolulu Mustafa ‘Ali, Fiisdl-i hall (i akd ve usdl-i harc ii nakd: islam devletleri tarihi: 622-1599,
ed. Mustafa Demir (Istanbul: Degisim Yayinlari, 2006), 105.

23. Gelibolulu Mustafa ‘Ali, Kiinhti’l-ahbar, 5 vols. (Istanbul: Takvimhane-i Amire, 1860-68),
5:99.
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24. Ibn-i Kemal, Tevérih-i Al-i Osman, vol. 3, ed. Serafettin Turan (Ankara: Tiirk Tarih Kurumu Basimevi,
1970), 369.

25. Evliya Celebi, Evliya Celebi Seyahatnamesi, vol. 7, ed. Yucel Dagli, Seyit Ali Kahraman, and Robert
Dankoff (Istanbul: Yapi Kredi Yayinlari, 2000), 251.

26. Koby Yosef, “Cross-Boundary Hatred: (Changing) Attitudes towards Mongol and ‘Christian’
Mamliks in the Mamluk Sultanate,” in The Mamluk Sultanate from the Perspective of Regional and
World History: Economic, Social and Cultural Development in an Era of Increasing International
Interaction and Competition, ed. Reuven Amitai and Stephan Conermann (Goéttingen: Bonn University
Press, 2019), 73-74.

27. Fischel, Ibn Khaldiin and Tamerlane, 50.

28. Mahomed Kasim Ferishta, History of the Rise of the Mahomedan Power in India, till the Year AD
1612, 4 vols., trans. John Briggs (London: Longman, Rees, Orme, Brown, and Green, 1829), 1:489,
598, 2:67.

29. Khafi Khan, Muntakhab-ul lubab, pt. 1, ed. Maulvi Kabir al-Din Ahmad (Calcutta: Asiatic Society of
Bengal, 1869), 4.

30. Polnoye sobraniye russkikh letopisey, vol. 11, Letopisnyy sbornik, imenuyemyy Patriarshey ili
Nikonovskoy letopis’yu (Prodolzheniye) 1897. (Moscow: Yazyki russkoy kul'tury, 2000), 158. For an
English translation, see The Nikonian Chronicle, vol. 4, 1382-1425, ed. Serge A. Zenkovsky, trans.
Serge A. Zenkovsky and Betty Jean Zenkovsky (Princeton, NJ: Kingston Press, 1984), 94-95.

31. Shami’s Zafar-nama was presumably read aloud to Temir and approved by him.

32. On Shahrukh’s simultaneous Islamification and Mongol orientation, see Beatrice Forbes Manz,
“Mongol History Rewritten and Relived,” Revue des mondes musulmans et de la Mediterranée 89-90
(2000): 129-49.

33. Abdurazzok Samarkandiy, Matlai sa’dayn va majma’i bakhrayn, vol. 1, pt. 1, 1405-1429, trans. A.
Urinboev (Tashkent: 2008), 228. | was unable to obtain the original Persian text of Samargandi’s work

during this time of pandemic and thus have relied on the Uzbek translation.

34. Mu‘izz al-ansab fi shajarat al-ansab, trans. and ed. M. K. Abuseitova et al., Istoriya Kazakhstana v
persidskikh istochnikakh 3 (Almaty: Dayk, 2006), fol. 2a.
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35. Mu'izz al-ansab fi shajarat al-ansab, fol. 3a. According to the llkhanid Mongol history Jami‘ al-
tavarikh, the Mongols are descended from Qiyan (Qiyan) and Niikiz (Nukdz), who, fleeing from their
enemies, took refuge in a grassy plain (sahra-i pur ‘alaf) called Ergiine Qun (Arkana-qin), meaning a
valley of wall (kamar-i sadd). Rashid al-Din, Jami* al-tavarikh, 113-14; and Fazlullah, Jami‘u’t-tawarikh,
80.

36. Natanzi, Muntakhab al-tavarikh, 425.

37. Natanzi, Muntakhab al-tavarikh, 349.

38. John E. Woods, “The Rise of Timurid Historiography,” Journal of Near Eastern Studies 46 (1987):
81-108, reference on p. 105.

39. Sharaf al-Din ‘Ali Yazdi, Zafar-nama, ed. Sayyid Sa‘ id Mir Muhammad Sadiq (Tehran: Markaz-i
Asnad-i Majlis, 1387/2008-9), 87-101.

40. Yazdi, Zafar-nama, 117.
41. Yazdi, Zafar-nama, 197.
42. Yazdi, Zafar-nama, 419.
43. Yazdi, Zafar-nama, 503.
44. Yazdi, Zafar-nama, 454.
45. Yazdi, Zafar-nama, 607. For the term Qalmaq, see Joo-Yup Lee, “Were the Historical Oirats
‘Western Mongols’?: An Examination of Their Uniqueness in Relation to the Mongols,” Etudes mongoles

et sibériennes, centrasiatiques et tibétaines 47 (2016): 1-24, reference on p. 9.

46. For the term Jata/Jete, see Peter B. Golden, “Migration, Ethnogenesis,” in Di Cosmo, Frank, and

Golden, Cambridge History of Inner Asia, 109-19, reference on p. 117.

47. Yazdi, Zafar-nama, 222.

48. On this point, see Joo-Yup Lee, “Turkic Identity in Mongol and Post-Mongol Central Asia and the
Qipchaq Steppe,” in The Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Asian History, ed. David Ludden (New York:
Oxford University Press, 2019), 1-39, reference on pp- 811, doi.
org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190277727.013.443. One may see the name Turk being used in

juxtaposition with the name Mongol in various histories. For instance, see Shajarat al-Atrak, MS, Ethé
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172, p. 115, India Office, British Library, London; Shajarat Ul Atrak: Or Genealogical Tree of the Turks
and Tatars, trans. William Miles (London: W. H. Allen, 1838), 78; and

Muhammad ibn Khavandshah Mir Khvand, Tarikh-i Rauzat al-safa, 6 vols., ed. Riza Quli Khan (Tehran:
Piruz, 1960), 6:4. However, on examining the context, one may learn that Turk and Mongol in
juxtaposition are used in the sense of the Mongol Turks and other Turks.

49. Yazdi, Zafar-nama, 514.

50. Yazdi, Zafar-nama, 808.

51. Yazdi, Zafar-nama, 342.

52. Yazdi, Zafar-nama, 166.

53. See Shajarat al-Atrak, 32—83. For an abridged English translation, see Miles, Shajarat Ul Atrak, 24—
58. For Ulugh Beg’s authorship of this Mongol history, see its last page, which mentions his name.
Ulugh Beg also added inscriptions to the marble slab covering the tomb of Temir, which mention Alan
Qo’a, the founding ancestress of the Mongols, as the ancestress of the Timurids. See A. A. Semenoyv,
“Nadpisi na nagrobiiakh Timdra i ego potomkov v Gur-i Emire,” Epigrafika Vostoka 2 (1948): 52—62; for
an English translation of the inscriptions, see Denise Aigle, The Mongol Empire between Myth and
Reality: Studies in Anthropological History (Leiden: Brill, 2014), 122-23.

54. Shajarat al-Atrak, 204.

55. Shajarat al-Atrak, 138—140; and Miles, Shajarat Ul Atrak, 93-95.

56. Shajarat al-Atrak, 297-98.

57. For a study of this Timurid genealogy included in the album (H2152) kept in Istanbul’'s Topkapi!
Palace Museum, see Osman Fikri Sertkaya, “Timurli Seceresi (Topkap! Saray! Miizesi, Hazine 2152,

v. 32-43),” Sanat Tarihi Yilligi 9-10 (1981): 241-59.

58. Rashid al-Din, Jami‘ al-tavarikh, 27-28, 139, 152; Fazlullah, Jami‘u’t-tawarikh, 1:26, 98, 106; and
Rachewiltz, Secret History of the Mongols, 1:3-9.

59. Sultan-Abu Sa‘id Mirza is referred to as “Chaghatay padshah” in an Ottoman chronicle. See Necdet

Oztlrk, Anonim Osmanli kronigi, 1299-1512, Istanbul (Istanbul: Tirk Diinyasi Arastirmalari Vakfi,
2000), 128.
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60. It is believed that Timurid historians chose the Hijri year 736 (1335-36 AD) as Temdr’s birth year to
present Temir as the inheritor of the legacy of the last effective llkhan, Abu Sa‘id Bahadur Khan, who
died in the same Islamic year. See Maria Eva Subtelny, “Tamerlane and His Descendants: From
Paladins to Patrons,” in The New Cambridge History of Islam, vol. 3, The Eastern Islamic World,
Eleventh to Eighteenth Centuries, ed. David Morgan and Anthony Reid (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2010), 171; and Manz, “Tem(r and the Early Timurids,” 185. Temur was actually born
in the 1320s. Takao Ito, “Al-MaqrizT’s Biography of Timar,” Arabica 62 (2015): 308-27, reference on p.
323.

61. Samarkandiy, Matlai sa’dayn va majma’i bakhrayn, 61.

62. One may also see that Sultan-Husain Baygara'’s view of the Mongols was not different from that of
the early Timurids, judging from the fact that he was the patron of the illustrated Zafar-nama manuscript
known as the Garrett or Baltimore Zafar-nama. For a study of this Zafar-nama manuscript, see Mika
Natif, “The Zafarnama [Book of Conquest] of Sultan Husayn Mirza,” in Insights and Interpretations:
Studies in Celebration of the Eighty-Fifth Anniversary of the Index of Christian Art, ed. Colum Hourihane
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2002), 211-28.

63. Chrestomathie en Turk Oriental contant plusieurs ouvrages: De L’emir Ali-Schir (Paris: Ecole royale

et spéciale des langues orientales vivantes; Firmin Didot freres, 1841), 33.

64. Chrestomathie en Turk Oriental, 33; and Robert Devereux, “Judgment of Two Languages:
Muhakamat al-Lughatain by Mir ‘Ali Shir Nawa'i,” Muslim World 55 (1965): 28—45, reference on p. 40.

65. For the term Sart, see Maria Eva Subtelny, “The Symbiosis of Turk and Tajik,” in Manz, Central

Asia in Historical Perspective, 45-61, reference on p. 49.

66. Mir Khvand, Tarikh-i Rauzat al-safa, 6:4.

67. Ghiyas al-Din b. Humam al-Din al-Husaini Khvandamir, Tarikh-i Habib al-siyar fi akhbar-I afrad-i
bashar, 4 vols., ed. Jalal al-Din Huma’i. 1333/1954-55. (Tehran: Kitabfurushi-l Khayyam, 1362/1984),
3:392-93; and Ghiyas al-Din b. Humam al-Din al-Husaini Khvandamir, Habibu’s-siyar: Tome Three, 2
pts., trans. W. M. Thackston, Sources of Oriental Languages and Literatures 24 (Cambridge, MA:

Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, Harvard University, 1994), 1:227.
68. Khvandamir, Habib al-siyar, 3:392.
69. Khvandamir, Habib al-siyar, 3:430, 434; and Khvandamir, Habibu’s-siyar, 1:246—-47. Khvandamir

also refers to Temiir's army that assaulted Baghdad as Chaghatays. Khvandamir, Habib al-siyar, 3:456;

and Khvandamir, Habibu’s-siyar, 1:258.
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70. Before questioning this thesis statement, one should be able to find a non-Mongol identity attributed

to Temur and the Timurids in relevant primary sources.

71. In the Perso-Islamic world, the Qarakhanid Turks were regarded as descendants of Afrasiyab, the
Turanian hero of the Shahnamah. However, the Mongol descendants in Central Asia and Iran including
the Timurids did not regard Afrasiyab as their progenitor. On this point and the Qarakhanid Turkic
identity, see Lee, “Turkic Identity,” 3, 18, 24, 28n59; and Joo-Yup Lee, “Some Remarks on the
Turkicization of the Mongols in Post-Mongol Central Asia and the Qipchaq Steppe,” Acta Orientalia
Academiae Scientiarum Hungaricae 71 (2018): 121-44, reference on pp. 129-31, 137-38.

72. Lee, “Turkic Identity,” 8—11.

73. On this topic, see Joo-Yup Lee, “The Historical Meaning of the Term Turk and the Nature of the
Turkic Identity of the Chinggisid and Timurid Elites in Post-Mongol Central Asia,” Central Asiatic Journal
59 (2016): 101-32. To understand why the Turkic-speaking nomads of the Mongol successor states in
Central Asia and the Qipchaq Steppe held on to a predominantly Mongol orientation rather than

reverting to pre-Mongol identities, see Lee, “Some Remarks on the Turkicization of the Mongols.”

74. The llkhanid history Jami‘ al-tavarikh refers to the original Mongols, who included the Chiggisids
and the Barlas tribe as “Mongol Turks (Atrak-i Mughdl).” See Rashid al-Din, Jami* al-tavarikh, 112; and
Fazlullah, Jami‘u’t-tawarikh, 1:79. In modern English, Afrak-i Mughal should be rendered simply as
Mongols.

1. The Timurid View of the Mongols: An Examination of the Mongol Identity of the Timurids. Joo-Yup
Lee. 2021.

https://www.irannamag.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/10e-6.3-4lrannamag-Lee.pdf
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