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(1.) See lines 11-14 (east side) of the Kl Tegin inscription translated in Kemal Silay,
ed., An Anthology of Turkish Literature (Bloomington: Indiana University Press,
1996), 4. The editions and readings of the Turk runiform inscriptions are being
continually improved. For the best critical edition, see Arpad Berta, Sozlerimi lyi
Dinleyin . . . Tark ve Uygur Runik Yazitlarinin Kargilastirmali Yayini, Cev. Emine
Yiimaz (Ankara, Turkey: Turk Dil Kurumu Yayinlari, 2010). Berta’s work provides a
wide range of variant readings and interpretations given in the notes.

(2.) Talat Tekin, “The Tariat (Terkhin) Inscription,” Acta Orientalia Academiae
Scientiarum Hungaricae 37 (1983): 46 (text), 49 (trans.).

(3.) See lines 9-10 (north side) of the Sine-Usu inscription. T. Moriyasu, K. Suzuki,
S. Saito, T. Tamura, and Bai Yudong, “Shineusu hibun yakuchu [Sine-Usu
Inscription: Translation and Commentaries],” Nairiku Ajia gengo no kenkyu [Studies
on the Inner Asian Languages] 24 (2009): 11 (text), 24 (trans.).

(4.) Quoted from Peter B. Golden, “Eternal Stones’: Historical Memory and Notions
of History among the Early Turkic Peoples,” in Turks in the Indian Subcontinent,
Central and West Asia: The Turkish Presence in the Islamic world, ed. Ismail K.
Poonawala (New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2017), 18. It appears that the
Qirghiz possessed a founding legend, which was unrelated to the Tuirk origin myths
involving a wolf. The You yang za zu, written by Duan Chengshi in the 9th century
ce, relates that the Qirghiz viewed themselves as descending from a god and a cow.
Duan Chengshi Etk=. You yang za zu B B5#E4H [Miscellany of Youyang], chap. 4.

(5.) Tujue 22k was the transcription of Turkut, a form that appears in the Bugut
inscription in Sogdian as “tr’wkt.”

(6.) Medieval Chinese historians refer to some obscure tribes who resided to the
east of the Qirghiz as Tujue. These include the Muma Tujue A& 22k [Wooden
horse Turk], the Xianyu Tujue fif T-22}%, and the Niuti Tujue =i 225k [Ox-hoof Turk].
It is not clear whether these obscure Tujue tribes were splinter groups of the Turks.
For the Muma Tujue, see Ouyang Xiu EXE5{E and Song Qi Ail5, Xin Tangshu 7
[New Tang history] (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 2003), 217b.6148. For the Xianyu
Tujue and Niuti Tujue, see Ouyang Xiu EXF5{2, Xin Wudaishi #7 7./ 5 [New history
of the Five Dynasties] (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 1974), 73.907. Denis Sinor
suggests that they were the Turks “living outside the Turk state” or “[not belonging] to
the ruling stratum of the Turk state.” Denis Sinor, “Some Components of the
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Civilization of the Turks (6th to 8th Century A.D.),” in Altaistic Studies. Papers
Presented at the 25th Meeting of the Permanent International Altaistic Conference
at Uppsala June 7-11, 1982, ed. Gunna Jarring and Steffan Rosén (Stockholm:
Almqvist & Wiksell, 1985), 152—-157.

(7.) Wei Zheng %1%, Suishu [&Z [Sui Dynasty documents] (Beijing: Zhonghua
shuju, 2008), 84.1879-1880; Liu Xu |y, Jiu Tangshu £ F5Z [Old book of the Tang
Dynasty] (Bei jing: Zhonghua shuju, 2002), 199b.5343-5349; and Li Yangshou Fi&
&, Beishi dt 5 [History of the Northern Dynasties] (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 2003),
99.3303-3304.

(8.) The Tang histories list the Chuyue among the tribes of the Western Tirks. Jiu
Tangshu, 194b.5179; Xin Tangshu, 215b.6055; for the Shatuo, see Xin Tangshu,
218.6158.

(9.) The Khazars are referred to as Tujue Hesa 22/ &% (Turk Khazar) in the Xin
Tangshu. Xin Tangshu, 221b.6247. This probably reflects the Ashina origin of the
Khazar Qaghanal house. For a discussion of “Tlrk Khazar” (cf. 22k 7] b5 Tujue
Kesa [Turk Qazar], 22/% k% Tujue Hesa [Turk Hazar]), see Shun Shirota, “The
Chinese Chronicles of the Khazars: Notes on Khazaria in Tang Period Texts,”
Archivum Eurasiae Medii Aevi 14 (2005): 231— 261; according to Peter Golden, the
Hudud al-‘alam records that the Khazar ruler descends from Ans3, that is, Ashina.
Peter Golden, “Courts and Court Culture in the Proto-urban and Urban
Developments among the pre-Chinggisid Turkic Peoples,” in Turko-Mongol Rulers,
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