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1 For an introduction to Turkic ethnogenesis and history, see Lee, Turkic Peoples.

2 Linghu Defen, Zhoushu [Book of the Zhou], 50:907-8. The English translation is
from Golden, Ethnogonic tales, 298-299. The wolf-mother motif also found
expression in imperial monuments. The Bugut inscription — a multilingual monument
dedicated to Taspar (r. 572-581), the fourth Qaghan of the Tirk Qaghanate —
features at its top a depiction of a she-wolf suckling a child.

3 On the formation and history of the Tiele, see Lee, Turkic Peoples, 12-21.

4 The earliest record of the wolf motif in Inner Asia appears in connection with the
royal myth of the Wusun, an ancient Indo-European-speaking nomadic people who
occupied areas near the lli River Valley (modern-day southeastern Kazakhstan and
parts of Xinjiang, China) during the Xiongnu period. The Shiji [Records of the

Grand Historian], the first universal history of China written by Sima Qian (c. 145-c.
86 BCE), records a miraculous survival story of the Wusun ruler Kunmo, who was
abandoned in the wild as a baby but nursed by a she-wolf, as follows: »Kunmo’s
father had been the ruler of a small state on the western frontier of the Xiongnu. The
Xiongnu attacked and killed his father. Kunmo was born and abandoned in the
wilderness. A crow brought meat and flew above him, and a wolf came to nurse him.
The Chanyu was astonished and regarded this as a divine sign, and thus took him in
and raised him.« (25224, R)MPE8 N, ) s HA. T RSL A JEN Y, Sk
W F, RAEF L, BEFRERLAM, Mk Z). Sima Qian, Shiji, chapter 123,
accessed on 10 October 2025: https://ctext.org/wiki.pl?if=gb&chapter=906691.

5 Wei Shou, Weishu [Book of the Wei Dynasty], 103.2307. Here and below, unless
indicated otherwise, the translations and bracketed insertions are mine.
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6 For instance, a wolf appears as a divine guide — but not as a biological ancestor —
in the pre-Islamic Oghuz Khan legend. The wolf theme across Inner Asia has been
thoroughly discussed in Golden, Ethnogonic tales, 306-310. Golden also suggests
that relics of the Turk wolf tradition may have remained among the Qaracay-Balqars
of the North Caucasus. Golden, Tale of lupine origins, 160-163.

7 Anon., Secret History, trans. de Rachewiltz, 1:1.
8 On the origins and history of the Qirghiz, see Lee, Turkic Peoples, 48-56.
9 On the Turfan Uyghurs, see Lee, Turkic Peoples, 40-42.

10 »FEAREZ M 7% ..« Ouyang Xiu and Song Qi, Xin Tangshu [New book of the Tang
Dynasty], 217a, accessed on 10 October 2025: https://zh.wikisource.org/zh-
hant/%E6%96%B0%E5%94%90%E6%9B%B8/%E5%8D%B7217

%E4%B8%8A.

11 This inscription is titled »The Genealogical Memorial Inscription of the Idiqut, King
of Gaochang« (/N = T HE) ).

12 »—4, G RCKEHR, LERT 2[R, BRI ge 2 At A, 25 N AR5 oK. B 2 1A
FROUA XA\, miEasd, 58, k2. HEfRE, B b &A%« Yu Ji, Gaochang
wang shi xun bei [The Genealogical Memorial Inscription of the Idiqut, King of
Gaochang], vol. 2, 259-270.

13 » B2 B IR, e A s i rE diig 1 Ldb. B & _LAUG #h B A= e 18 I . LN 52
5, H#%, JR¥eR. « Duan Chengshi, Youyang zazu [Miscellany of Youyang], chapter
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